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26 November 2015 
 
 
Dear Kenneth 
 
Thank you for your letter of 18 November about the proposed timetable for the 2016-17 
budget process. 
 
While I sympathise with the concerns of the Committee over the reduced scrutiny time 
available this year as a result of the late UK Spending Review announcement, the timetable I 
suggested in my letter of 10 November had already sought to maximise the time available for 
parliamentary scrutiny within the constraints of the legislative process.   
 
My proposal to publish the Draft Budget on the 16th of December rather than in January was 
in recognition that there was no scope to delay the legislative process any further.  It is 
essential that the Bill achieves Royal Assent before the end of the financial year so that the 
resulting Act can be commenced by 1 April.  
 
The main elements of the Royal Assent process are outwith the control of Scottish Ministers 
and give rise to a number of timing uncertainties. It is my view that any further delay to the 
timetable for the Budget Bill would create a risk that Royal Assent would not be achieved in 
time for commencement by 1 April.  On that basis, I propose that we have no option but to 
stick to the timetable outlined in my initial response. 
 
In terms of publication of Level 4 data, I have tasked my officials with providing the relevant 
information to SPICe earlier than the 10 working day deadline established in the Written 
Agreement with the Financial Scrutiny Unit.  We will endeavour to provide the information as 
quickly as possible although I cannot guarantee that we will achieve this in time for the 16th 
of December. 
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I will attend on the proposed committee appearance dates of 13 and 18 January. 
 

 
 
 
 JOHN SWINNEY 


